
 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation  

2003/SOMI/ECSG/DPW/015 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Status Report on Drafting the  

Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Privacy 

Guidelines 
 

Purpose: Information 
Submitted by: Korea 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

APEC Data Privacy Workshop (Panel IV)
Chiang Rai, Thailand

13 February 2003



The Status Report on Drafting the Asia-Pacific 
Telecommunity (APT) Privacy Guidelines 

 
With the development of information technology and telecommunications 

means, concerns about data protection and privacy have been raised 

worldwide. In response to such concerns, the European Union and 

economies possessing advanced information technology have adopted 

guidelines or principles on data protection. Compared to the European 

Union or the economies, Asian economies are unique in terms of culture, 

legal system and socio-economic background. As a result, it seems 

inappropriate to straightly implement western models of privacy guidelines 

on Asian soils. For this reason, there has been a need for privacy guidelines 

that take this uniqueness, and diversity, into account for the advance of the 

Asian economy. 

 

 

1. The Current Status of the Asia-Pacific Telecommuniy (APT) Privacy 

Guidelines 

 

On the realization of the need, the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) decided 

to develop common privacy guidelines for the members of APT as well as 

non-member Asia-Pacific countries—the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity is a 

regional telecommunications organization established in 1979 under an 

intergovernmental agreement and responsible for the balanced development 

of the telecommunications services in the Asia-Pacific Region. In accordance 

with the request made at the 22nd Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Study 

Group Meeting, the Korea Information Security Agency (KISA) is drafting the 

APT privacy guidelines.  

 

It is anticipated that the first draft of the guidelines will be finished by the 

beginning of May of 2003. After a thorough review and modification, the 

revised draft will be circulated among APT member countries for comments 
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and suggestions by the end of June. Accordingly, KISA plans to report the  

final draft at the upcoming 23rd APT Study Group Meeting, which is 

scheduled to be held in Maldives in July of 2003.  

 

 

2. Joint Effort for the APT Privacy Guidelines 

 

In order to facilitate the development of common privacy guidelines for APT, 

a Working Group is expected to be organized within the Asia Privacy Forum, 

which is an international body composed of major Asian countries to 

discuss problems and issues on personal data and privacy. In consultation 

with the Working Group, the APT privacy guidelines will be drafted. 

Certainly, the OECD privacy guidelines and EU Directives will be considered 

in outlining the APT privacy guidelines. Nonetheless, the APT privacy 

guidelines will be written on the basis of the diverse characteristics of APT 

member countries’ cultures and economies.    

 

 

3. The Objective of the APT Privacy Guidelines 

 

The prime objective of the APT guidelines is to help APT member countries 

to enact laws or make policies on personal data protection. As the goal of the 

guidelines implies, the guidelines will narrow disparities in national 

legislations among APT member countries that may hamper the free flow of 

data across the borders of the APT members. In the end, the guidelines will 

hopefully contribute to the promotion of e-commerce as well as 

informatization in the Asia-Pacific Region. 
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4. Need for Cooperation 

 

It is worthwhile to bring to attention the effort to develop the APEC privacy 

guidelines, which the Information and Security Law Division of the Attorney-

General’s Department of Australia is promoting. Without a doubt, it will be 

beneficial to both APEC and APT if the two organizations cooperate and 

share information each other in developing their own privacy guidelines. 
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